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This is a rip-roaring collection of knuckle-whitening adventure stories retold for younger readers. It is

full of colourful illustrations from the Usborne Young Reading Programme. It contains the stories

from: "Don Quixote", "The 39 Steps", "The Count of Monte Cristo", "The Prisoner of Zenda" and

"The Three Musketeers". It also includes short biographies of each of the authors.
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Usborne books are FANTASTIC, and this one is no exception. I've been reading this to my seven

year old son, and he loves the stories. He likes adventure. The stories are abridged from the

originals without leaving out good detail. The stories' internal transitions can be somewhat abrupt

because of the abridgement, but they still flow. The stories are engaging and easy to follow for

young readers. My son never wants me to stop reading! He could read it himself, and it would

stretch his vocabulary. It is a bit dense for him presently, but barely. The story progresses quickly

when we alternate reading pages. I recommend this book for energetic young adventurer. Be

advised, though, that there is violence. That's why I give it four stars instead of five. Stories describe

events such as duels that result in mortal injury and actual death. There are sword fights and

shootouts. The Prisoner of Zenda has a description and picture of a man with his throat slit by a

knife. I think that's too graphic for young readers, but I'd still recommend this book.



My seven year old loves these stories. They are the condensed versions of the original stories but

don't leave out any of the important details. He wants them read over and over again. A great

introduction to classic literature. Hopefully he will be inspired to read the full stories (or listen to

them) when he's a few years older. Each story takes about 20-25 minutes to read aloud so they are

fine for bedtime. We have also enjoyed the other Usborne books in this series: Illustrated Classics

for boys (his favorite), Shakespere, Greek myths.

My daughter was so pleased when I sent this book to my two grandsons, (ages 9 and 6. I highly

recommend the hardcover version.

Terrific book for children from 8 to preteen. Our granddaughter loves all of the Usborne books!

This was purchased for some of our Grandkids per their request. Loved it.
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